BSc in Reproductive & Developmental Sciences & 

BSc in Surgery and Anaesthesia Project Outline 2012-2013
Project Title: Multi-Disciplinary Team decision-making in cardiology / cardiothoracic surgery 
Academic Supervisor:
Professor Thanos Athanasiou
Co-supervisor:

Dr Nick Sevdalis
Who will be responsible for day-to-day supervision?




Mr Mark Bagnall
Which of the following sites will the student be based for the research:

(Double click the appropriate check box below)

St Mary’s  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Charing Cross  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Chelsea & Westminster  FORMCHECKBOX 
  South Kensington  FORMCHECKBOX 
  

Hammersmith  FORMCHECKBOX 
   other (give details)  

Contact Details of Person whom Medical Student should contact for further details:  

Name:




Email:



Tel:

Mark Bagnall



nbagnall@imperial.ac.uk
07881448854
Is this a clinical  FORMCHECKBOX 
 or laboratory  FORMCHECKBOX 
 project?
(Double click the appropriate check box to indicate your choices)

Suitable project for:
Reproductive and Development 
Sciences 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Surgery and Anaesthesia



Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Synopsis of project (background/research question/methods to be used/relevant key references):

Patients with advanced heart disease may be treated either medically with percutaneous coronary angiography (PCA) and stenting or alternatively by coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG). Recent ESC/EACTS revascularization guidelines advocate a 'Heart Team' (HT) comprised of interventional cardiologists and cardiac surgeons working together in the decision-making process when managing patients with coronary disease. 
Furthermore the National Institute for Clinical Excellence (NICE) has issued guidance recommending that patients with symptomatic aortic valve disease should be discussed in a joint surgical/cardiology multi-disciplinary meeting in order to decide the most appropriate management plan. 
Recently, researchers at Imperial College have studied the dynamics and quality of MDTs in cancer care and published extensively in peer-reviewed journals. There is little evidence in the literature evaluating cardiac MDT team-working or clinical decision-making.

We are looking for a keen and committed medical student for this exciting project, to assess the quality of information presented, quality of team-working and the contribution of each member of the cardiac MDT. This will lead to the publication of research papers in peer-reviewed journals.
Methodology
The BSc project student will be expected to attend weekly cardiac MDT meetings for 6 weeks. Data will be prospectively collected on treatment decisions, meeting characteristics, quality of information, and teamworking for all cardiac MDT cases discussed at a London teaching hospital. Variables measured using a validated assessment tool adapted from use in cancer MDT research. Correlational analyses will be performed.

In addition the BSc student will be expected to undertake semistructured interviews with cardiac MDT participants (cardiologists, interventionists, cardiac surgeons, nurses and administrators) in order to explore participants' opinions on cardiac MDT attendance, information presentation, case discussion, leadership, team decision-making, and possible improvements to MDT meetings.
The BSc student will also be expected, with support, to design a survey to explore the views of cardiac MDT members which will be distributed nationally to cardiac centres. The aims of the study is to explore the current variations in practices with regarding decision-making in cardiac care (e.g. logistics, attendance at meetings, tertiary referral structure, resolution of disagreements).
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